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favourable as he could wish, the people entirely in our interest, the French
being drove out thence and all the adjacent places.

7,   The few forces they have, which we have reason to believe do not exceed
300 Europeans, are by what we learn in the Rajah Mundrum's district, and
now commanded by Monsr. Conflans2, Monsr. Bussy with Morassin, the late
Chief of Massulipatam, being gone to the southward and having taken a part
of the troops with them.   We have heard of Monsr, Bussy's being actually at
Madras by a pass on his way to Pondicherry, but where the forces are he
carried with him, we have no certain account of.

8.    We hope the pressing letters wrote you for supplies of men and stores
will have had the due effect; however, we beg leave to repeat our request.   A
reinforcement of troops is  absolutely necessary to secure to you die great
acquisitions you have here made, for though matters are perfectly quiet at
present, it is hard to say how long the calm will last and such is the nature
of this country government that the only certain expedient of securing their
friendship is by keeping up such a force as will render it unsafe for them to
break with us, and the large addition of territory you have acquired by the late
treaty has .afforded you the means of maintaining a body of troops sufficient
for that purpose*   We shall only further add that such an opportunity can
never again be  expected  of aggrandizing the  Company,  and by speedily
sending the proper succours you will hereafter have it in your power to execute
any plan you may think necessary for the service of the Company.

We are with respect,

Hon*ble Sirs,

Your most obedient humble servants,
Robert Clive/Wm. Watts/C Manningham/Richd. Becher,

Fort William, the 10th November 1758.

[Duplicate of the above is dated the 11th Novr. 1758.   It does not bear
the signature of C. Manninghanou]
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dive's gratitude to the Court of Directors for his appointment as Presi-
dent with additional salary,
To the Honorable Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honorable United
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies.
Honorable,
1. Words can but poorly express the sentiments of my heart on receipt
of your general address; please to accept in return all that the most livfcly
gratitude can offer, and te assured my utmost endeavours shall be exerted